
Dear Blue Ridge Community Church Family,
As elders, we want to begin by simply saying how encouraged our hearts have 
been as we reflect on this past year and the way God has once again provided 
for our church -- through your faithful and generous giving. 

When the Apostle Paul writes to the church in Corinth in 2 Corinthians 8, he 
“brags” about the churches in Macedonia. He describes them as a church 
facing many troubles and deep poverty and yet overflowing with joy that 
resulted in rich generosity. Paul writes: 

As elders, we see that same heart growing in our church. We know this has 
not been an easy season financially for many. Inflation, rising costs, and the 
increasing price of everyday necessities has impacted all of us. And yet, once 
again, God has faithfully provided for Blue Ridge Community Church through 
your obedience and generosity. 

As you’ll see in the pages that follow, God allowed us to finish 2025 operating 
in the black. Even more encouraging, over 10% of the tithes and offerings 
given this year -- more than $215,000 -- were given away to ministry beyond 
the walls of our church. That is an incredible testimony to what God is doing 
through this body. 

Every year, we are humbled by what God allows us to be a part of. Your 
generosity does not simply keep the lights on -- it fuels the mission. It is 
multiplied into real lives being changed, disciples being made, and the gospel 
advancing locally and globally. 

In the following pages, you’ll see a summary of our 2025 distributed budget, 
along with stories that highlight how God has used your generosity in the lives 
of real people. You’ll also see a look ahead at our approved 2026 budget and 
how we believe God is leading us into the next season. 

Because of your generosity, we were able to invest in gospel work around the 
world and in our own community. As you will see, we have had the privilege to 
support the church plant and refugee ministry in Ukraine, youth programs 
and a youth camp for students from Kharkiv, a women’s conference in 
Kazakhstan, earthquake relief in Myanmar, pastoral training and church 
planting efforts in Nepal and the Himalayan region, children’s ministry and 
pastor support in Sierra Leone, and local partnerships like the Bedford 
Christmas Store and the Agape Center. Through our Be Rich initiative alone, 
nearly $60,000 was given directly toward serving others outside our church. In 
addition, over $22,000 was distributed in benevolence to care for individuals 
and families within our own church community. 

On October 27th, 2025, I was involved in an accident that cracked my C6 and 
C7 vertebrae. I am grateful for the body at Blue Ridge for the help and prayers 
in this process. And while I can’t, for the sake of time, mention everyone by 
name, here are a few who served me. 

On the day of the accident, I texted my men’s group leader, Mike, that I was in 
an accident. They prayed, as well as the church staff and others. On the 28th, 
Monty was working in Charlottesville and came by to see me, pray with me, 
bring me a gift, and was there when the doctor said, “surgery tomorrow.”

After being released on the 30th, and getting a ride home from Richard, I went 
to Encounter with Jorge, and then Peggy said that there were a lot of people 
praying for me. The next night, meals were brought by Byron and continued 
with many others. Dick went to the store and asked what I needed, and I said 
straws, as I couldn’t tilt my head and my throat was swollen from the surgery. 
Glen installed a shower head with a hose to help with the shower. 

There were numerous rides given, grocery shopping done, prayers, 
encouragement, and money given. I was even taken to people’s homes for 
meals and fellowship. This was the body in action that greatly helped me. The 
response from this body of believers was overwhelming, and I want to say 
thank you to all who were involved.

With gratitude and hope, 
The Elders of Blue Ridge Community Church

With gratitude and love, 
The Kharkiv team 

Jeff Dushaw 

Dear Blue Ridge, 
Warm greetings to all of you from Kharkiv, Ukraine. It has been almost three 
years since your church first connected with our team. During this difficult yet 
deeply meaningful time, we have been witnessing together the birth and 
growth of a new church here in Kharkiv. 

Each week, around one hundred people gather to worship the Lord -- 
including children, young families, and youth. Hundreds more have been 
touched by the gospel through practical service to their needs. Even when we 
have to live without reliable heating or electricity, people continue to come to 
hear God’s Word, because it has become an essential part of their lives. 

Our prayer for you is that you would clearly see God’s gracious and guiding 
hand at work -- both in your personal lives and in the life of your church. 
May many more people be blessed through you and find hope and eternal 
life in Christ. 

None of this would have been possible without your prayers, your friendship, 
and your faithful partnership with us. We are deeply grateful! 

“For I can testify that they gave not only what they could afford, 
but far more. And they did it of their own free will. They begged us 
again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the 
believers of Jerusalem” 
(2 Corinthians 8:3-4 NLT) 

What you gave:

Budget overview:

Total budgeted:

Total spent:

The Body in Action

I discovered there was something uniquely warm, sincere, and caring about the 
people of Central Virginia when I first started coming to the area for business in 
2000. I found the same to be the case for the elders/pastors, the people who 
serve, and the members of BRCC since I started attending in 2021.

Using my Encounter experience as an example, Woody, Peggy, and my table 
mates made it safe for me to share that I did not yet have a relationship with 
Jesus and, in fact, had many more questions than I had faith. They welcomed 
my questions and continue to bless my life today with prayers, hugs, and 
never-ending support. 

While I still have faith-based questions to work through on my journey to 
Jesus, I’m now in a place that I’ve never experienced earlier in life. Now I’m 
thankful for weekends so I can go to Blue Ridge Community Church, learn 
about Jesus, hear great music and voices, be myself, and belong. 

The same can be said for my Parking Team members and our leader, Ryan, 
whose faith, service, and prayerful heart are inspiring examples for me. 

Scot McCarthy

Welcomed with Questions

The Gospel Taking Root

Where it went:
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I have been at BR consistently since the summer of 2022, and by October I 
was serving in the Cradle and building community with the ladies I served 
with. Then in January 2023, I began attending Women’s Life, where I am now a 
table leader. 

Between August 2022 and December 2024, I lost my last two grandparents, 
my dad (my last living parent), and an uncle, all very unexpectedly. So, 2025 
was a year full of facing grief and all of the firsts without my dad. My family is 
all in NJ, so having a community locally is super important so that I can stay 
connected to others. The connections and friendships that God has provided 
and built through BR helped me get through 2025 as I grieved all of the losses 
in my family, especially my dad.  

I have found community in so many ways at BR -- of course through serving 
and Women’s Life, but also with my table group. We have been sitting at our 
table consistently throughout the last year and even did a Christmas 
get-together. Being able to share the challenges and the food things with a 
consistent group of people who are able to pray for each other, check in with 
each other, and cheer each other on is such an invaluable thing. 

God never meant for us to do life alone, even those of us who are single. So 
having so many avenues to build community has been such a blessing since 
I’ve been at BR. I’d encourage everyone to find one way to get involved and 
connect with a group! Maybe it’s Women’s Life or BR Kids. Maybe it’s finding a 
good, consistent table group to start with. But find a way to build community 
-- it truly does make such a difference.

It’s the little things that made such a huge impact for me, like friends checking 
in and asking how I was doing or inviting me to Thanksgiving to make sure I 
wouldn’t be alone. Those are things I am so grateful for and that meant so 
much to me over the last year. 

Kristy Genung

Finding Community in Grief

Blue Ridge Family, 
In the early part of last year, I was approached and asked if I would consider 
serving in the Café, as it was going to reopen later in the year and I had been 
looking for somewhere to serve in the church. I signed up for the Thursday 
evening prep team -- and what an awesome decision that was. 

I was coupled up with Joe and Danielle Byron, and occasionally Wells (their 
son). It didn’t take long before things really clicked between us, and our 
friendships have only gotten stronger as the year has progressed. I have 
enjoyed every meaningful conversation with both Joe and Danielle, as we have 
shared our feelings with each other in complete confidentiality. Although 
there is about a generation difference in age, they have helped me stay in 
touch with the ever-changing world and have helped me better understand 
my own children’s thoughts and actions. This has also helped on Sunday 
mornings when other younger table members open their hearts. 

One of the best parts for me at Blue Ridge is the openness that comes when 
people begin sharing at their tables -- even deeper thoughts and questions 
about their walk, or even starting their walk, with Christ. One of the couples 
who shares a table with us has had their son join us, and this prompted my 
wife, Jane, and me to make a donation to a Vacation Bible School in support of 
any child or family that needed assistance. When we later received the news 
that our table mate and his younger brother were both baptized on closing 
Sunday of the VBS, we praised God for all the opportunities we have to be His 
hands and feet -- no matter how big or small -- when others benefit and God 
gets the glory. 

John Mitchell

Discipleship Through Serving

Total Given to Advance the Gospel
(Locally & Abroad)

Be Rich Funds Sent: $59,646
Ukraine Refugee Center -- $33,200

Ukraine Youth Program Supplies -- $490

Ukraine Youth Camp -- $4,750

Ukraine Soldier Supplies / Medical Kits -- $8,446

Kazakhstan Women’s Conference -- $4,500

Myanmar Earthquake Relief -- $500

Care Portal Bedding -- $2,760

Agape Center Food Supplement -- $1,000

Bedford Christmas Store -- $2,500

People International Uzbek Business Leaders 

Conference -- $1,500

Missionary Support: $88,260
David and Naomi Coward (Bible Translation) -- 

$18,000

Irene Lange -- $5,000

Stephanie and Felix Varghese (GFA) -- $10,800

Jack Nelson (Himalayas) -- $10,000

Than Smith (Myanmar) -- $2,000

13 Nepal Village Pastors -- $13,660

Acts International (Nepal & India) -- $14,000

3 Sierra Leone Village Pastors -- $10,600

People International -- $4,200

Youth Scholarship Funds: $13,472
Helped send 87 students to camp

Benevolence: $22,258
Helping families within Blue Ridge
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And much, much, more!
For a much more detailed breakdown about these and other 
numbers, please feel free to reach out to treasurer@blueridge.org


